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We were back with a bang after the half-term.  
I am pleased to say that attendance has been 
very strong this week and it has been great to 
welcome pupils back to school.  For Year 11 
there is the impending challenge of the mock 
exams in a couple of weeks time – they are to 
be praised for their diligence and commitment 
to revision and support classes.   For other 
year groups the first week of the second half-
term brought all sorts of opportunities.
 
You can read in this newsletter about some 
of the excitement that awaits in the weeks 
ahead, but surely none of it beats the sight 
of Mr. Waterworth in a cape judging the 
Pumpkin Carving contest.   Full marks to the 
many pupils who put their all in to creating 
suitably spooky sculptures out of vegetables: 
the winners were Miss Maxwell’s form class.  
We have also seen rugby success for the 
year 9 team against Moorside, winning a 
very respectable 22-12 after a close-fought 
match.   The Year 11 leadership team have 
been in action raising funds for the prom 
with their Boo Boxes, the raffle for which was 
drawn today.  In addition, a group of art pupils 
were out and about exploring Blue Planet in 
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Liverpool and another group enjoyed a trip to 
meet England’s Rugby League team at their 
training ground.
 
In the weeks ahead we look forward to our 
Christmas Concert and Over-65s party on 
December 5th – you are encouraged to get 
your ticket as soon as possible so that you can 
appreciate all the musical and performing arts 
talent we have on offer.  We are also firming 
up our plans for the celebrations of our 70th 
anniversary and have been inundated with 
enquiries from former pupils keen to take part.  
We will shortly be publishing the programme 
for these events and want to work with pupils 
and families to make our celebrations a great 
success.
 
In our assemblies this week Mr. Cohen 
provided his annual and very well-received 
input about firework safety so please, as 
we go into the weekend, do take care and 
especially ensure that your children act safely 
around fireworks.
 
Ben Davis
Headteacher



CALENDAR
Year 10 Parents and Carers Evening
Wednesday, November 6th
(4:00pm - 6:00pm)

School Closes for Christmas Holiday
Friday, December 20th

Year 7
Year Manager: Mr Healey
(Senior Leader: Mrs Johnston)

Year 8
Year Manager: Mr Marshall
(Senior Leader: Mr Jordan)

Year 9
Year Manager: Mrs Vincent
(Senior Leader: Mr Jones)

Year 10
Head of Year: Miss Moore
(Senior Leader: Mrs Tulloch)

Year 11 
Head of Year: Mr. Pemberton
(Senior Leader: Miss O’Leary)

Year Group 
Leadership

70th Anniversary 
Celebrations

As part of our 70th anniversary celebrations and to raise the profile of the school further in 

the community, please can you help us to get in touch with former pupils?

Were you, or do you know anyone who was a pupil of St Ambrose Barlow or St George’s?

If you know someone, or if you are that person please contact us via email on 

office@stambrosebarlowswinton.org.

We look forward to hearing from you for our 70th anniversary celebrations.

Art Focus
Work by Luke in Year 10, fine 
liner study inspired by Vincent 
Scarpace.

Sports
Focus
Well done to our Year 9 football team for 
progressing into round 3 of the Greater 
Manchester Cup after a comfortable 4-0 win 
over Stockport High School. Every player 
did us proud and showed great attitude 
and calmness to see out the game. Man 
Of The Match went to Finn, who impressed 
in various positions and showed great 
leadership! Well done everyone.



Subject Focus – English
Poet Laureate – As part of National Poetry Day, students in KS3 have been working hard to produce poems which will be entered 
into the National Poetry competition. This year’s theme is ‘The Beautiful Truth.’ We wish them well with their entries.

Book of the Week
Jemima Small Versus the Universe by Tamsin Winter

Jemima Small Versus the Universe : Tamsin Winter: Amazon.co.uk: BooksI’m going 
to tell you the word that ruins my entire life: BIG. Because my name is Jemima Small. 
But I am exactly the opposite.

Jemima Small is funny and super smart. She knows a lot of things. Like the fact that 
she’s made of 206 bones, over 600 muscles and trillions of cells. What she doesn’t 
know is how that can be true and yet she can still feel like nothing... Or how being 
made to join the school’s “special” healthy lifestyle group - A.K.A Fat Club - could 
feel any less special.

But Jemima also knows that the biggest stars in the universe are the brightest. And 
maybe it’s her time to shine...

‘An empowering story about body confidence’ The Observer

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Jemima-Versus-Universe-Tamsin-Winter/dp/1474927289


We are enormously grateful to the Box of Tricks Theatre Company for visiting our school and performing their production, Danesha.  
The incredible performances of the actors were loved by the students, who behaved well and responded appropriately to the 
audience participation sections.  As they went down to lunch, they were stopped by Mr Davis and Mrs Knipe who reported that they 
glowed about the experience of watching the show. 

I spoke in depth with some of the Year 9 students who heard their voices in the play.  They talked about how they belonged to 
different cultures and how over time their sense of belonging to either culture could be impacted by their difference: how they were 
too English in their grandparents homes and too Nigerian/Jamaican in the homes of their friends.  The play pushed students to talk 
about real world issues, how difficult opinions are still held by some like homophobia, but also to recognise that their response shows 
this is not tolerated in our school culture.
 
Theatre is always a reminder that you are not alone, that you are part of something bigger than yourself; often it reminds me 
of our faith and how this connects us to something bigger than ourselves.  This was there in students’ comments 
about what they had watched.  From their hearts and minds as well as mine, we were grateful for this 
inspiring experience. 

Mrs Tulloch

Drama Production – Danesha



Rugby Trip
Today some of our pupils had the exclusive 
opportunity to meet and interview some of the 
Men’s England Rugby League squad. Some 
of the players they spoke to included Danny 
Walker, Liam Marshall, Mikey Lewis and Sam 
Tompkins. Our pupils asked the players different 
questions ranging from training regimes, what 
they would be if they weren’t a rugby player, the 
toughest opponent they have played against and 
how to keep motivated. We then watched the 
training session in preparation for their game on 
Saturday and had an opportunity to mingle with 
more players afterwards. We introduced two of 
our pupils who have recently been successful 
in gaining a scholarship at Salford Reds  to 
Paul Rowley (head coach at Salford Reds), who 
gave the group tips on what makes a successful 
player and what he looks for. Lastly we met 
head Coach for England Rugby League Shaun 
Wane who shared his childhood experience and 
what has contributed to the person he is today. 
We were very grateful for the opportunity. Our 
pupils were incredible and we were very proud 
of their conduct on what was a very special and 
rewarding visit.


