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Part of the predictable calendar of school life is 
that every autumn we mark the new year getting 
under way with Open Evening.   This year is 
no exception, and what an Open Evening it 
was.   In many ways Open Evening is a piece 
of marketing, which is why we also offer Open 
Mornings so that prospective parents, carers 
and pupils can get a sense of the school as it 
really is.  Open Evening is also a celebration and 
a chance to restate our mission and purpose to 
people who might not otherwise know it.   More 
important still, is the chance to see the pupils and 
staff putting that mission into action.
 
One of the very striking things about the many 
compliments that we received on Open Evening 
are those that focus on the warmth of the 
welcome, the enthusiasm of the staff and the 
pupil guides, the smiles that people noticed as 
they went around the building and the sense 
of community.   These things alone resulted in 
several parents asking fervently how they could 
get their child into the school in Year 7.
 
For me, a particular highlight of the evening 
was hearing our Head Pupils speak and to see 
them stepping confidently into their roles as 
ambassadors for the school and role models for 
those younger than them.  Their speeches (which 
were, they challenged, intended to leave me with 
nothing else to say) were entirely self-penned and 
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came straight from the heart.  They talked about 
the difference the school had made for them, 
the range of opportunities that they enjoyed, the 
way that they had grown as individuals and the 
feeling of belonging that they experienced. 
 
Anais, who spoke first, said, ‘Strong relationships 
with teaching staff make every student feel 
comfortable in their learning environment so 
that we can all achieve.   At the same time, 
opportunities are created, potential is realised 
and excellence is achieved. My personal 
experience at St Ambrose has been filled with 
excitement and love.’   Orla observed that, 
‘This school is a place where we can express 
individuality yet still embody our key school 
values of Love, Learn, Lead.’   Angelo talked 
about his leadership of activities on Culture Day 
and concluded, ‘Together we are a family of faith, 
who belong in our school.’

Three very different voices, united in their view 
of our school and ensuring that Open Evening 
was an insight into the young people who make 
our school.   A huge thanks to the staff, pupils, 
parents and carers who made the evening such 
a success.

Ben Davis
Headteacher
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CALENDAR

Year 11 Presentation Evening
Wednesday, October 9th

School Closes for Half-term Holiday
Friday, October 18th

Year 10 Parents and Carers Evening
Wednesday, November 6th
(4:00pm - 6:00pm)

Year 7
Year Manager: Mr Healey
(Senior Leader: Mrs Johnston)

Year 8
Year Manager: Mr Marshall
(Senior Leader: Mr Jordan)

Year 9
Year Manager: Mrs Vincent
(Senior Leader: Mr Jones)

Year 10
Head of Year: Miss Moore
(Senior Leader: Mrs Tulloch)

Year 11 
Head of Year: Mr. Pemberton
(Senior Leader: Miss O’Leary)

Year Group 
Leadership

70th Anniversary 
Celebrations

As part of our 70th anniversary celebrations and to raise the profile of the school further in 

the community, please can you help us to get in touch with former pupils?

Were you, or do you know anyone who was a pupil of St Ambrose Barlow or St George’s?

If you know someone, or if you are that person please contact us via email on 

office@stambrosebarlowswinton.org.

We look forward to hearing from you for our 70th anniversary celebrations.

Sports Focus
This week saw our Year 9 rugby 
teams take part in the inter-
school rugby tournament. One 
team remained unbeaten and 
the other played outstandingly 
well throughout the competition 
– well done boys!

Art Focus
Mixed media brusho ink and gel pen study by 
Madison in Yr 10, inspired by artist Noemi Ibarz.



Book of the Week
The Puppets of Spelhorst by Kate Dicamillo

From master storyteller Kate DiCamillo comes an original fairy tale, enchantingly 
illustrated, in which five puppets confront circumstances beyond their control with 
patience, cunning and high spirits.

Once, there was a king. And a wolf. And a girl with a shepherd’s crook. And a boy with 
a bow and arrow. And also, there was an owl... They were puppets, and they were 
waiting for a story to begin.

In this new work of short fiction by twice winner of the Newbery Medal Kate DiCamillo, 
exquisitely illustrated in black and white by Governor General Literary Award Finalist 
Julie Morstad, five puppets who find themselves together in an abandoned trunk are 
carried off into the adventure of a lifetime.
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