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Another five-year cycle of schooling came to an end 

in the sunshine of the last Friday before half-term.  

There’s a lot about COVID that we would like to forget, 

but it started a tradition of the Year 11 Leavers’ Guard 

of Honour that has stuck hard and fast.  This year was 

no exception when, after a reflective, powerful and 

emotional assembly, the entire year group processed 

through a line-up of year 7s cheering them to the front 

door.  There were quite a few tears shed, some by 

those surprised to find that they were upset about the 

prospect of leaving school.  Thereafter, we had the 

shirt signing, ice cream van and photographs on the 

front drive.  It was a really wonderful morning and a 

great tribute to the year group.  I am sure that the 

memory of it will linger for our pupils for some time to 

come.  Rituals like this have that effect – they cement 

experiences in our memories for years to come and 

they add to our sense of belonging.

In our 70th anniversary year we have been gathering 

together as many memories of the school’s past as 

possible along with artefacts and records. Recently 

a display of photographs has been mounted in the 

school, with more displays to be added about the 

school’s history.  Later in the month we will be hosting 

former pupils of the school to share their stories with 

current pupils and contribute to our archive. 

Last month we also made the incredible discovery 

that a rare piece of art, hidden for nearly 30 years 

School That Matters: 
Looking back, looking forward

beneath layers of plaster and paint, resides in the old 

St. Ambrose Barlow building.  It is a giant religious 

fresco, occupying a whole wall in what was the foyer 

and was created in 1954-55 by the Hungarian artist 

George Mayer Marton.We are currently considering 

how to preserve or rescue the artwork – the only one 

of its kind in the world, although this may be beyond 

the means and money of anyone involved.

So, as we start the final part of the academic year, 

our attention turns both to the past and to celebrating 

the future represented by those Year 11 leavers and 

the Year 7s who will join us in September.  They will 

be the leavers of 2030. 

Pope Francis used to encourage us to be people 

‘for our times’, rather than looking back to out-dated 

ideas.  Our faith (and our school) needs to speak 

to the lives people live now, as well as celebrating 

the traditions and histories from which we come.  

He was also fond of pointing out the hope and 

possibility our young people hold as we face the 

challenges and opportunities of the future.  That 

was true in 1955 and is even more important now 

whether Year 7 new starters or Year 11 leavers.

Ben Davis

Headteacher



CALENDAR
Year 11 - GCSE Exams
12th May - 18th June 

Year 7 Parents’ and Carers’ Evening
Wednesday 18th June

Year 10 Work Experience Week
Monday 23rd June 

Year 7
Year Manager: Mr Healey
(Senior Leader: Mrs Johnston)

Year 8
Year Manager: Mr Marshall
(Senior Leader: Mr Jordan)

Year 9
Year Manager: Mrs Vincent
(Senior Leader: Mr Jones)

Year 10
(Senior Leaders: Mrs Tullock/
Mrs Johnston)

Year 11 
Head of Year: Mr. Pemberton
(Senior Leader: Miss O’Leary)

Year Group 
Leadership

Peer Reading: 
Our group of Peer Readers have celebrated finishing the programme 
after many weeks of hard work. It was brilliant to see our Year 10 
students help the Year 7’s flourish with their reading during this time and 
it was lovely to see them celebrate together in their pairs, receiving their 
well-deserved prizes and certificates.

Xander one of our Year 7 Peer Readers did exceptionally well, always 
turning up on time, ready to read with his partner.  Xander shared 
some words with us about his Peer Reading experience. “I loved Peer 
Reading. I made new friends and learnt new things.  My favourite book 
was “Dogman by Dav Pilkey” it made me laugh.”

Art 
Focus:

Connie Year 7, 
Pop Art Study.



Student Recognition:
Eve Year 9 - Eve has recently been awarded the Johnny Marr Award which is an initiative dedicated to supporting the next 
generation of musicians and artists in Salford. Established with legendary guitarist Johnny Marr the award aims to empower young 
talent from Salford with the resources and mentorship to thrive in the arts. Eve has big things coming her way, especially after 
she secured a place on 2024’s British Youth Music Theatre - BYMT residential course AND got the lead role! Eve is well on her 
way to achieving her dreams of a career in musical theatre. She is so dedicated and this prestigious award is very well deserved! 
Congratulations Eve, we are so proud of you!

www.stambrosebarlowswinton.org @sab_salford @sabsalford

Quiet Storm by Kimberly Whittam

“A captivating story about shyness and strength, reassuring and empowering.” Sophie 
Anderson, author of The House with Chicken Legs

No matter how quiet it is, you’ve got a voice, Storm. You should use it to speak up for yourself.

Storm has never liked to stand out from the crowd, but ever since she started Year 7, her life has 
been full of people telling her she needs to speak up, make friends and be more like her popular 
big brother. Then Storm breaks a school record, and finds herself the new star of the athletics 
team. But as she’s thrust into the spotlight, her home life and friendships start spiralling out of 
control, and it’s time for Quiet Storm to show that she has something to say.

A tender, empowering novel about family, friendship and finding confidence in who you are.

Book of the Week


