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There was a succession of Open Morning 
tours this week.  It was a great delight to show 
large groups of prospective pupils and their 
carers around the school so that they could 
see how we operate day-to-day, even when 
there is a biblical deluge as there was on 
Monday.
 
I always start these tours in the Chapel.  It is 
a welcoming, sacred space, used for Mass, 
liturgy, reflection, Friday prayers, staff prayers 
and many lessons.   It’s bright stained-glass 
window was designed by pupils in 2013 for the 
opening of the building and so is a reminder 
of both the past and our faith.  Above all the 
Chapel is symbolic of the distinctive Catholic 
nature of our school: first and foremost we are 
a community, a family, of faith. 
 
Those who wish to join us are very welcome 
to be part of this as long as they are either 
someone who shares our Catholic faith or, if 
not baptised, find something in our faith that 
speaks to them.  Within our school there are 
many pupils who belong to other religions 
and some who have no faith – all are welcome 
and all are an equal part of our school.  The 
diversity of our community is a strength and 
being Catholic demands that we are both 
welcoming and inclusive, things that we are 
proud to be.

School That Matters: 
Showing Our School as it is

The purpose of the tours is simple: to show off 
our school as it is, a place of calm, purposeful 
study.   Many of the parents and carers 
commented positively on how happy the 
pupils seemed and how quiet the school was.  
The tours also provided a great opportunity 
for a window on the range of things we do in 
any school week from the Scholastic Book 
Fair to the Friendship Festival to Year 10 
performing the dramas they have written.  
At each turn these insights demonstrate the 
commitment of staff and the diligence and 
openness of pupils.  This week we played host 
to a theatre company who performed a short 
drama to Years 7-9 dealing with challenging 
themes, the performers could not have been 
more complimentary about the pupils, their 
questions and their respectful engagement.
 
So, as we come to the end of the fifth week 
of term, well into our 70th anniversary year 
(more of which next week), there is as ever so 
much to celebrate about our pupils, our staff 
and our school.

Ben Davis
Headteacher



CALENDAR
Year 11 Presentation Evening
Wednesday, October 9th

SEND Information Event
Tuesday, October 15th, 4:00pm

School Closes for Half-term Holiday
Friday, October 18th

Year 10 Parents and Carers Evening
Wednesday, November 6th
(4:00pm - 6:00pm)

Year 7
Year Manager: Mr Healey
(Senior Leader: Mrs Johnston)

Year 8
Year Manager: Mr Marshall
(Senior Leader: Mr Jordan)

Year 9
Year Manager: Mrs Vincent
(Senior Leader: Mr Jones)

Year 10
Head of Year: Miss Moore
(Senior Leader: Mrs Tulloch)

Year 11 
Head of Year: Mr. Pemberton
(Senior Leader: Miss O’Leary)

Year Group 
Leadership

70th Anniversary 
Celebrations

As part of our 70th anniversary celebrations and to raise the profile of the school further in 

the community, please can you help us to get in touch with former pupils?

Were you, or do you know anyone who was a pupil of St Ambrose Barlow or St George’s?

If you know someone, or if you are that person please contact us via email on 

office@stambrosebarlowswinton.org.

We look forward to hearing from you for our 70th anniversary celebrations.

Sports Focus
Friendship Orienteering Festival 

Students had a fantastic afternoon 
enjoying team building and 
orienteering and include activities 
that develop communication, 
social skills, literacy and numeracy 
skills.

Art Focus
Work by Lexie in Year 10, fine liner and water 
colour study of artist  Vincent Scarpace.



Francis Centre
The students in the Francis Centre are really enjoying their English and Art lessons: Pupils have been working hard on our book 
study of Neil Gaiman’s ‘Coraline’. We have loved using adjectives to create some brilliant extended noun phrases. Mrs Fegan 
and Mr Aslam have been super impressed with the amazing writing pieces produced! Students have been working on their key 
skills project based on the theme of ‘Toys’. They have been developing observational drawing skills, using tone to create light 
and shadow and exploring colour theory to add layering and blending to their drawings.

Book of the Week
If My Words Had Wings by Danielle Jawando 

A life affirming story of rehabilitation and hope after prison. The third novel from 
multi-award-winning Danielle Jawando, perfect for fans of Angie Thomas and 
Elizabeth Acevedo.

‘Jawando’s writing is incredibly raw and real; I felt completely immersed’ 
Alice Oseman, author of the Heartstopper series.

When fifteen-year-old Tyrell Forrester gets caught up in a high-profile armed robbery, 
he’s sentenced to eighteen months in a young offenders’ prison. Now he’s getting out, 
and he’s determined to turn his life around. Despite his release, systemic discrimination 
makes it difficult for Ty to truly be free. Inspired by a visiting poet while inside, Ty 
discovers a whole new world through spoken word and is finally finding his voice. But 
will society ever see him as anything other than a criminal?


